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Amendm ents to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the application. 

Listing of Claims; 
1-16. (Canceled) 

17. (Currently Amended) A bi-directional tensioning device for tensioning an anchoring line 
and a threadable line comprising: 

i) two spaced parallel plate members; 

ii) a first support surface mte rcoimecting the two spaced parallel plate members: 
iiHiiLa rotatable drive element mounted between the plate members; 
«^-iv)_at least one ratchet wheel integrally connected to the rotatable drive element, 

wherein the ratchet wheel includes directionally oriented notches; 
«^-v)_a pivot lever mounted on the drive element; 
vHaLa attached to the pivot lever, 

vi) -yiiLa blocking mechanism operationally coupled to the plate members, whwem-the 
blocking mechanism includes a blocking pawl , a aupport purfaoo intoroonnooting tho plato 
members, and a first spring mounted on the first support surface, wherein the first spring braces 
the blocking pawl into blocking engagement with the ratchet wheel; 

vii) -viiO_a first and second anchoring line attachment means mtoroonnootinfl extending 
between t he parallel plate members at remote ends of the device, wherein the anchor line may bo 
is configured to removeably attach.attaefced-to either anchoring line attachment means; and 

viiiH2Q_a first and ooeond -guide means serving to aid in winding the threadable line, the 
first guide means intoroonnoots extending between t he two parallel pietes -plate members and » 
bejnfl_spaced between the first ancho ring line atta chment means «nd-*Kwtto the first support 
surface of tho blocking m e ohanicm and -gukfe s, the first guide means being configured to guide 
the threadable line under the first anchoring l ine attachment means and o ver the first guide 
means and over the blocking m e ohaniom. m echanism when the anchoring line is attached to thr. 
second anchoring line attachment means: 

x) a second guide mtzm* serving to aid in windin g the thrand j i Me line, t he second guide 
means jaetoA^cluding a second support surface mtoroonnootine e xtending between t h» 
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parallel plate members and is-being.spaced between the second anchoring line attachment means 
311(1 th efirst ft"ide meanfrrotatablo driv e olomotri, the second guide means being configure t n 
g uide the threadable line unde r the second anc horing line at tac hment meaas and over the fif!tW 
guide means when the anchoring line is attached to th ft fi^t a nchoring line attachment mwm 

18. (Previously Presented) The bi-directional tensioning device as described in claim 17, 
wherein the blocking pawl is of slider-like construction. 

19-23. (Canceled) 

24. (Previously Presented) The bi-directional tensioning device as described in claim 1 7, 
wherein a cam of each directionally oriented notch on the ratchet wheel is remote from the first 
end of the device. 

25. (Previously Presented) The bi-directional tensioning device as described in claim 17, 
wherein a cam of each directionally oriented notch on the ratchet wheel is remote from the 
second end of the device. 

26. (Previously Presented) The bi-directional tensioning device as described in claim 17, 
wherein the drive part is mounted slidably counter to the action of a second spring. 

27. (Previously Presented) The bi-directional tensioning device as described in claim 26, 
wherein the second spring is a torsion spring. 

28. (Previously Presented) The bi-directional tensioning device as described in claim 1 7, 
wherein the drive part has been lengthened in order to accommodate winding a greater length of 
the threadable line. 

29. (Previously Presented) The bi-directional tensioning device as described in claim 1 7, 
wherein the drive part is provided with a handle by means of which the drive part may be 
actuated. 
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30. (Previously Presented) The bi-directional tensioning device as described in claim 17, 
wherein the drive part includes a control cam serving to transfer the blocking mechanism 
associated with the ratchet wheel into an inoperative position. 

31-33. (Canceled) 

34. (Currently Amended) A bi-directional tensioning device for tensioning an anchoring line 
and a threadable line comprising: 

i) two spaced parallel plate members; 

& a first support surface extending betwee n the two snaeed parallel plate memhers: 

»MiD_a rotatable drive element mounted between the plate members; 
H^-vi)_at least one ratchet wheel integrally connected to the rotatable drive element, 
where»4he ratchet wheel «etee^including.directionally oriented notches; 

«>-v)_a pivot lever mounted on the drive elementHfae pivot level including a control 

v}-yj)_a drive pawl slidably attached to the pivot lever, the drive pawl including a 

handle; 

w>-yij}_a blocking mechanism operationally coupled to the plate members, wheroin the 
blocking mechanism keludeMneluding.a blocking pawl, a handle attached to the blocking pawl, 
a support ourfaoB interconnecting tho plato mernbera, a nd a spring mounted on the first s upport 
surface » the blocking pawl extending along a plane, t he handle inning grrng f^ted to extend 
QUA Of the plane of the blocking pawl to enable the han d le to extend over the threfldahle l in« tt™ 
spring bracing the blocking pawl into blocking engagement with the ratchet wheel, the handle of 
the blocking pawl feging configured to enable a user to transfer the blocking pawl into an 
inoperative position to enable passage of one directionally oriented notch of the ratchet wheel T 
tho control oom of tho pivot lovor configured to transf e r tho blooldng moohaniam from as 
oporativo position to an inopcmtfvo pn.dtinn tn ftnnMn r ^ r rf mnTtin l n r H rr rrinnnll y nrio nt o d 
aotehoo ; 

yjii}_first and second anchoring line attachment members interoonnootina extending 
between t he parallel plate members at remote ends of the device, wheiea-the aaehef-firstand 

4 



PAGE 5/42 * RCVD AT 7/18/2006 8:13:36 PM [Eastern DayOght Time] * SVR:USPT0€FXRF-1/2 * DNIS:27^300 ' CSID: * DURATION (mm-ss):10^0 



07/18/2006 19:12 FAX 



MERCHANT & GOULD 



@l 008/042 



second anchorms l ine attachment members may-being configured to enable the anchorin g li™ tA 
be removably attached to either pfjh^ejmchoring line attachmen t moans: an d members; 

bQ_a first and second guide means serving to aid in winding the thread able lin e, the first 
guide means extending between the two parallel plates and being spaced between the first 
anchoring line attachment member and the first sup port surface, the first guide means bein g, 
configured to guide the threadable line u nder the first anchoring ling attachment member and 
over the first guide means and over the blocking na wl when the anchoring line is attached to the 
second anchoring line attachment member: and 

x) a second guide means serving to aid in winding the threadable line, the second g uide 
means including a second support surface extending between the parallel nlate members and 
being spaced between the second anchoring line at tachment member and the first guide means, 
the second guide means being configured to g uide the t hreadable line under the second anchoring 
line attachment member and over the second g uide m** ns when the anchoring line is attached to 
the first a nchoring line attachment member . 

35. (Previously Presented) The bi-directional tensioning device as described in claim 34, 
wherein the blocking pawl is of slider-like construction. 

36. (Cancelled). 

37. (Cancelled). 

38. (Previously Presented) The bi-directional tensioning device as described in claim 34, 
wherein the first guide means includes a gradient support surface. 

39. (Previously Presented) The bi-directional tensioning device as described in claim 34, 
wherein the first guide means includes a bolt. 

40. (Previously Presented) The bi-directional tensioning device as described in claim 34, 
wherein the drive pawl has been lengthened in order to accommodate winding a greater length of 
the threadable line. 
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41. (Previously Presented) The bi-directional tensioning device as described in claim 34, 
wherein the cam of each directionally oriented notch on the ratchet wheel is remote from the first 
anchoring line attachment means. 

42. (Previously Presented) The bi-directional tensioning device as described in claim 34, 
wherein the drive part includes a control cam serving to transfer the blocking mechanism 
associated with the ratchet wheel into an inoperative position. 
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